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age at which study was commenced. With this report we
propose to deal, more fully at a later date. In the few
minutes which remained after the.conclusion of the penal
case which had occupied so much time it was resolved
that the report should be sent to the bodies which had
furnished the information, but it was not placed upon the
;minutes, and so is not public. The continustion of the
investigation into the stages of the medical student's
career and Its publication will be awaited with much
interest.

Reolproolty.-The necessary steps having been com-
pleted for establishing reciprocity with the Province of
,Quebec, and the two principal licensing bodies, namely,
the University of Montreal and the University of Laval,
having furnished particulars of their curriculums, the
Council admitted their degrees for registration on the
Colonial Register. It was further stated that the War
Office is prepared to accord their graduates the same
recognition as is now accorded to the degrees of Nova
Scotia.

Finances of the Oounoil.-The report of the Finance
Committee was a favourable one, a surplus of income
over expenditure of £1,095 being shown, which was the
result of diminished expenditure, the receipts being
stationary; this surplus, however, will be for the most
part swallowed up by the expenses due to the increased
length of the present session, which has been wholly
caused by the length to which a single penal osse has
extended.

Other Business.-So little time remained available that
a number of items upon the programme had either to be
withdrawn or dealt with in a more or less perfunctory
manner. The same members were re-elected upon the
Executive Committee and upon the Penal Cases Com-
mittee. The Executive Committee was instructed to
report on the course to be followed in the case of prac-
tttioners applying to have their names removed from the
BRtgieter, a contingency apparently not foreseen nor pro-
vided for in the Act.

A Charge of Canvassing.-The hearing of the charge
against John Papa Nicolas, part heard and adjourned from
the last session, was resumed on Friday, May 29th; it
occupied the whole of the sitting on that day and also on
Saturday, in spite of the fact that the Council sat two
hours earlier on that day and on Tuesday and Wednesday
in order to get on with it, and was only concluded late
on Wednesday. It will be remembered that on the
last occasion, after a day had been consumed In hearing
the case, the sollcitor for Mr. Nicolas applied to the
High Court for a rule, or prohibition against the
further hearing of the case, and obtained It, wlth the
result that the case wab adjourned. When the ques-
tion whether this rule should be discharged came
before the High Court, the Council was represented,
but Its counsel was not called upon, as counsel
on the other side stated that he could not maintain his
position. The rule was therefore discharged with costs.
On the renewed hearing before the Council on Friday, the
solicitor for Mr. Nicolas commenced by putting in a
number of objections on such grounds as that the Council
had no proper juriedictton, that there were informalities
in the proceedings, against the President occupying the
chair on the ground that he must be prejudiced by the
prior preliminary investigations before the Penal Caes
Committeo, and agatnst the moembers of the Penal Com-
mittee sitting on simtlar grounds. These objections
having been lodged and overruled, the hearlng was pro-
ceeded with, an application that Dr. Atkinson should be
recalled for further cross-examination having been refused
on the ground that he had been cross examined and re-
examined on the previous occasion, when Dr. Woods,
on behalf of the London and Counties Medical Protection
Society, had conducted the case. On this occasion
Mr. Neilson appeared as counsel for the society, and a
number of witnesses who had given affidavits in support
of the charge. were called and gave evidence. Amongst
the witnesses was the commissioner for oaths who had
sworn the affidavits, and Dr. Woods, who had on the
previous occasion offered himself as a witness. These
were all cross-examined, apparently with the object

of showing that they were prejudiced, that they were
inaccurate, and that the affidavits bad been obtained
under circumstances which minimized their value. Many
questions were asked in cross-examination which were
disallowed by the Legal Aesessor, who had frequent occa-
sion to Interpose. The witnesees were for the most part
either not re-examined at all or with the utmost brevity.
A large number of witnesses were tendered for the defence,
with the object of showing that the evidence offered on
the other side was not reliable, and that, at all events,
Mr. Nicolas had not canvassed them. Mr. Nicolas was
put in the box, and his evidence may be summarized as a
categorical contradiction of each and all of the more
important witneeses on the other side and an assertion
that he was, at the times referred to, In the belief that he
would return as an assistant with promise of speedy
partnership, and therefore would not have wished to do
anything to" damage the practice. He was closely and
effectively cross-examined, and the re-examination did
little to alter the effect of the cross examination. The
solicitor for the defence and counsel for the complainants
addressed the Council at considerable length, the general
line taken being to attack the bona fides of the com-
plainants and of the defence respectively. After
deliberation, which lasted for eome time, the Council
found the charge proved, and directed the removal of the
name of John Papa Nicolas from the Register. His
solicitor applied that there might be a postponement of a
month In giving effect to this sentence In order that he
might make some application to the courts, the exact
nature of which did not fully transpire. In connexion
withl this case and the production of contradictory declara-
tions from the same persons, the Legal Asseesor made a
statement, pointing out the heavy responsibility which
lay upon solicitors or others who obtain and farnish
such declarations without full warniDg to those declaring
them, inasmuch as it might subject such persons to the
risk of their declarations being submitted to the Public
Prosecutor.
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[FROM ou LOBBY CORRESPONDENT.]

Medloal Referees and Certifying Surgeons.-Sir Charles
Dilke asked the Secretary of State for the Home Depart-
ment whether his attentlon had been called to the
apparent Inconsistency of surgeons appointed by the
Home Office to official positions, as, for example, those of
medical referee or certifying surgeon, holding at the same
time positions in which they had to represent an Interest
sometimes at variance with their official functions;
whether in consequence the same surgeon often had to
act judicially and also to be called as a witness by a
litigant in the same case; whether the certifying surgeons
in the Potteries districts held appointments from the
Potteries Insurance Company; whether such certifying sur-
geons lnveatigated on behalf of the insurance companyeases
of suspected lead poisoning first diagnosed by the medical
attendant of the workmen, and attended the directors'
meeting to be consulted by the insurance company upon
cases in their respective districts; wbetber a workman
could only receive compensation for disablement from a
scheduled disease if he first obtained a certificate, while
in the event of appeal against refusal of a certificate, the
certifying surgeon was often retained by the insurance
company or employers to represent them In appeal;
whether he would consider the possibility of providing
In future appointments for a greater separation of
duties; and, in the case of lead poisoning, whether
he would allow the matter to be considered by
the Departmental Committee. Mr. Secretary Gladstone
replied on Tuesday that in the caee of medical referees
under the Workmen's Oompensation Act, it was with few
exceptions made a condition of appointment that
the referee should not hold any position such as
that of a works doctor or medical officer of a
workmen's club, or any regular employment from an
accident insurance company, wbich might cause him to
be regarded as representing the interests of any party in
cases arising under the Act. The case of certifying
surgeonm, who were primarily appointed for duties under
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the Factory Act, stood on a somewhat different footing,
and no similar condition was Imposed. He had made
inquiries, however, of the certifying surgeons In
the Potteries district, and was Informed by them
that they did not hold appointments from the
Potteries Insurance Company, and did not investi-
gate on behalf of the company cases of suspected
lead poisoning or attend the. directors' meetings. It
appeared that in pursuance of an arrangement made
before the passing of the Workmen's Compensation Act,
1906, In connexion with the scheme of insurance in the
special rales, the certifying surgeons had made weekly
examinations of operatives who bad been suspended by
them under the rules, and had furnished the worker with
a certificate of his condition. There had been very few
appeals so far against the determination of certifying
surgeons-in the first nine montbs 10, of which 2 only
referred to lead cases-and he could not say whether the
certifying surgeon bad appeared before the referee
or not. The certificate of tbe surgeon which was
appealed against had, under the Secretary of State's
rules, to be su*bmitted to the referee, who was also
required to consider any statements made or submitted
by either party. If either party wished to submit any
explanation by the certifying surgeon of the grounds for
his decision, he did not think that could properly be
prevented. As regards the point raised in the penulti-
mate sentence of the question, this was already provided
for, as above stated, In the case of medical referees, and
as regards certifying surgeons it had not escaped con-
sideration. It would not, however, be possible to lay down
a strict rule. because in industrial districts it was often
difficult to find a well qualified medical man who did not
hold some appointment from employers or associations of
workpeople. The question would be outside the scope of
the reference to the Lead Committee, but he should be
happy to inquire into any case of grievance which mlght
have come to the notice of his right hon. friend.

The Buohill Fever Hospital, Glasgow,-Mr. Watt, by
three questions on Monday called the attention of the
Secretary of Scotland to the overcrowding and mis-
management of this hospital, and asked who had been
found responsible by the Inquiry, whether the resident
medical officers were In no way to blame, but notwith-
standing a finding of the Commissioners to this effect
had been dismissed. Mr. Sinclair stated that the Local
Government Board's remit to their Commissioners was
to "inquire and report to them upon the complaints of
overcrowding and understaffing of Ruchill Fever Hos-
pital, and on the administration and management of the
hospital." The conclusions of theOommissioners would
be found in their report, which had been issued
as a Stationery Office paper. The main responsi-
bility was declared to rest on the medical superintendent,
but, as regards overcrowding, It was sbared to some extent
by the medical officer of health, and, as regards under-
staffing, by the matron. The report was sent to the local
authority, which had now dealt with the officials respon-
sible. The report of the Commissioners showed that on
certain days there were over 800 patients in Ruchill
Hospital. . The majority of the patients were cbildren,
and the authorized number allowed is 440 adults. The
Commissioners did not find that the resident medical
officers were responsible for the irregularities that formed
the subject of Inquiry; they were not dismissed on
account of these Irregularities, buton other grounds; and
he had no power to Interfere with the discretion of the
local authorityin the matter of their dismissal.

Factory Surgeons and the Sixpenny Sertifioate.-Mr.
Jackson asked the Secretary of State fOr the Home Depart-
ment last week whether be had Instituted any inqutry
among certifying surgeons as to the extent to which large
employers of labour made use of thesixpenny certificate,
which was origiDallyintended for small employers only;and, if so, whether he would state the result of such
inquiry. Mr. Secretary Gladstone replied that inquiry
was made last year through the certifying surgeons, whose
reportsshowed any considerable number of examinations
of children and of young persons away from the fActory,

as to the size of the firms by whom the children or young
persons were sent. The information obtained was very
incomplete, but indicated that in a considerable propor-
tion of cases the total number of persons employed by the
firm was above the limit of ten suggested by the Asso-
ciation of Oertifying Surgeons. The question would be
borne In mind In connexion with any amending factory
legislation that might be proposed.

River Pollution: A New Point.-In County Tipperary
there is a river called Ballybritt, and on Its water, which
has become seriously polluted, a number of people are
dependent for their drinking supply. Mr. Reddy asked
Mr. Birrell what could be done, and the Chief Secretary
replied that the Local Government Board had received
complaints, and the local medical officer of health had
reported that a number of families were dependent for
water on the river In question. It appeared that the
pollution of the river arose from sheep dipoing, and the
Board had been advised that pollution of this character
was not covered by any of the Acts under which the
sanitary authority could proceed. It was, however, open
to the persons concerned to take legal proceedings for
their own protection. Mr. Birrell stated, In answer to a
question on Monday last. that the Government could not
undertake to deal with this matter Immediately, but the
question would receive full consideration when any
further public health legislation for Ireland was being
undertaken.

The Polsons and Pharmacy Bill has emerged from the
Joint Commlttee which has been considerlig it, and will
meet opposition In Its report stage. Sir John Batty Tuke
will move its rejection, on the ground that It would in
effect repeal the Pharmacy Acts, and so constitute a
serious danger to the public. A member of the Irish
Unionist party will move to delete the clause which was
inserted by the Joint Committee to include Ireland in
the Bill.

The Antituberoulosis Gampaign In Ireland.-Mr. Birrell
stated last week, In answer to a question by Mr. Devlin,
that It was too soon to form an estimate of the results
accruing from the measures recently taken with a view to
the prevention of tuberculosis. All the sanitary authori-
ties In the county of Cork, some of those In "ounty Dablin,
and the Belfast Corporation and Board of Guardians had
already taken steps for the provision of sanatorium
accommodation, and there was reason to believe that
many other counties and cities were merely awaiting the
promised legislation before taking similar steps. The
measure to be Introduced by the Government would
embody the principles which were recognized to be the
most effective that could be taken by local authorities for
the prevention and cure of the disease.

The Report of the Belfast Health Commlssion.-With
reference to a complaint as to the difficulty In procuring
copies of this report, Mr. Birrell stated in the House that
the cost of printing the report would fall on the Belfast
Corporation, and the Local Government Board had sug-
gested to it that arrangements should be made for the
printing of further copies to meet the demand of the
public, but up to the present the corporation had not
taken any steps with that object. The Board had fur-
nished copies out of the supply at Its disposal to the
public boardsi in Belfast who had asked for them.

The Belfast Abattoir and the Health Sommlsslon.-In
answer to Mr. Devlin, who called attention to the public
abattoir In Belfast being a standing menace to the health
of the city, Mr. Birrell said that the Belfast Health Com-
mission had reported unfavourably upon the situation of
the abattoir and the Insufficiency of Its accommodatiQn.
A loan for a new abattoir was sanctloned nine sears agO,
but up to the present the corporation had not decided
upon a site. The matter was one within the diseretion
of the corporation, and the Local G-overnment Board bad
no power to compel it to provide a proper abattoir; but
It might perhaps be anticipated that the recommendation
of the 'Commission would induce the corporation to take
action in the matter.


